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WoO Calendar 2013
Weavers of Orlando meets at
1 0:00am the 3 rd Saturday of the
month at the Chamber of
Commerce Train Depot in
beautiful downtown Mount Dora.

July 19, 20, 21- 3 Day Theo
Morman Workshop with Berna
Lowenstien
August 17-TBA
September 21- Chair
Weaving with John Matthews
October 18- 3 Day
Doubleweave Workshop with
Diane Click
November 16- Auction to
Benefit the WoO 75th
Anniversary Celebration
December - Holiday
Luncheon
The newsletter needs your
help. Please send suggestions,
poems,
features,
articles,
stories, or anything else that
presses your treadles, for
newsletter submission
to
Jennifer
Williams,
fibergramme@yahoo.com
It's only as good as we make it!

www.weaversoforlando.com

A Word from Our President
When I was a brand new weaver, I thought I would buy a 45 inch wide,
8 shaft loom, and that loom would handle everything I eve r wanted to
weave. There were a couple of flaws in my plan. I didn't have the space
for a loom that big in my tiny apartment, and I couldn't afford a loom
that big, either. I ended up buying a 36 inch wide, 4 shaft loom, which I
still own and love, and it was just able to fit in my dining alcove.
At first I wove everything full w idth. 36 inches wide is quite a reach,
even with my long arms, so I was glad that I had NOT bought the 45
inch. Then there was the weight of the treadles. On my 2 6 inch wide, 8
shaft Baby Wolf, it takes twice the effort to tromp on the treadles than
it does on my 4 shaft loom. Again, I was glad that I had not gone with
the 45 inch.
As time has gone on, I weave narrower textiles. They are quicker to
warp, so I can get to the fun a bit quicker. And I've discovered what
people have known for centuries -- you can sew fabric together. Most
pattern pieces are less than 18 inches wide. And many garments that I
really love have a lot of piecing in them. The garments that are a solid
piece of fabric are not as interesting to me anymore.
As time goes on, I'm thrilled with simpler looms. Cards (or tablets),
inkle looms, and rigid heddles, all tickle my creative buttons. There is
so much you can do with them that the more I learn, the more I realize I
have yet to learn. Andean backstrap belt weaving requires no loom at
all, and you can do amazing patterns. You don't even need a shuttle. I'll
have to show you sometime ...
I'm not ready to give up my w ide looms. Rugs are best done on a wider
loom. But I've gotten less snobby about simple looms. They're fun.
Berna

WoO has a facebook page! Have you liked us?

facebook
The page can be fou nd at:
www.facebook.com/?ref=home# !/group.php ?gi
d=112936055402735 Or search Weavers of
Orlando.

In Memory of Lavonne Robertson
by Berna Lowenstein
Lav onne and Paul Robertson were also members ofWoO for many years.
Here are my memories of her.
Paul was doctor. After he retired someone mentioned that he could be a model. He was quite dashing and
had a handlebar mustache. He looked very British and he had this wonderful old sports car. Someone
else said he couldn't be a model at his age, and he decided to do it, and he was quite successful for a few
years. I remember seeing his portfolio.
Paul's wife was not into his weaving. After she died, he remembered this cute lady he met at one of the
weaving schools. He tracked down Lavonne (and this was pre-internet) and married her, and brought her
back to Florida. We were all suspicious of her. Betty TerLouw loved her.
Lavonne had taught in Japan for a number of years. She gave WoO a wonderful workshop on Japanese
dying, that we did at Margaret Johnson's house. We tied our weft betwee n trees and rubbed the dye into
the weft w ith chopsticks. It was a lot of fun.
After Paul died Lavonne moved back west to be nearer her children, and that's when we lost track of her.
She was a lovely lady. I bought some of her kimonos from her when she was cleaning out her stash.
I think I'll go dig them out and have some lovely memories.
Thanks, Berna Lowenstein

Get Well Wis hes

A Note of Thanks

As you probably know, several of our
members are dealing with ongoing
health problems, even though public
discussion is not always welcome.
Remember to stay in touch with these
friends by phone and note, even when
you are unable to visit in person. It
means a great deal!

Jud Martin has expressed his gratitude to everyone who
offered condolences and came to Kathy's services. He is doing
well and welcomes notes and visitors (call ahead) but is not
reading emails anymore. He says WoO and the Space Coast
guilds are a very special group of fiber friends for him.

President
VP (Programs 2013)
2nd VP (Programs 2014)
Secretary
Treasurer

Berna Lowenstein
Cyndy Landers
Mary Schmutte
Paula Baker
Julie Zimmerman

Also, remember to uphold Sandy Lazarus in your thoughts
and prayers while she deals with the im minent loss of her life
partner Dave, who is in hospice care at home.
bernaweaves@cfl.rr.com
clanders@cfl.rr.com
iamunwoven@gmail.com
jbandp@comcast.net
zimmy1998@gmail.com

(407) 658-3372
(407) 380-0930
(352) 589-1949
(352) 729-2556
(407) 599-7560

Demonstrations
Bev Tavel
Membership
Marilyn Frew
Historian
Mary Burns
Newsletter
Jennifer Williams
Hospitality
Jamie LaMoreaux & Sandy Lazarus Publicity
Mary Ann Gilbert
Librarian
Joy Bergman
Samples & Exchanges
Pat Iverson
Guild Email
Alice Ann Ferderber
Web Mistress
Martina Kosloff
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Holiday Sale
Celia Leedy
Advisor to the Board and immediate Past President...Cynthia Starr
www.WeaversofOrfando.com

Welcome New Members

Weavers Tote Bags
Carry your belongings in style and show your
Weavers of Orlando pride at the same time.
Land's End tote bags, embroidered with the
Weavers of Orlando logo, are available for
purchase. Please see or email Joy Bergman,
joyjimberg@msn.com, if you want a tote bag.
Golf shirts with our logo are available as well.

(Please add the following to your directory.)
Deana Listmeier 352 291-2002
6375 SW 64 th Avenue
Ocala, FL 344 7 4
Spring29+@yahoo.com
Deana moved to Ocala from NJ six years ago, has been
weaving for three. She also has an inkle loom and
enjoys kumihimo and beading.

Howdy Members,
Nancy and I just want to say you missed a real
cute demo at the 9th grade center of Winter Park.
Next year we may have to fight over who gets to
go.
We had that much fun.
Thanks again,
Bev Tave! and Nancy Reed
Demo chair

Are You a Member?
This year is half over. If you have not yet done so,
you may join WOO for the remainder of 2013 for
half price, just $12.50. Renewals for 2014 will be
due in January.
Please become our partner in
promoting fiber arts in central Florida.

I want to thank my panel for helping with the May 18, 2013 Kumihimo program.
If you were not at the meeting:
You missed Mary Burns and her Takadai, Jane McLean and her Marudai, Mary Schmutte with her
tips and tricks with beads.
You missed the stories that were told.
If you have a fun Kumihimo story send it to Jennifer Williams for the Fibergramme.
Thank you, you are the Best
Beverly Tave!

Library Corner

Soon to be Released Weaving Books:

Thanks to Bob Lewis and Edie Sanders for
their donation of some lovely Navajo weaving
books to our library. Talk about our "first
American" weavers - the Navajo weavings are
gorgeous.

Woven to Wear: 17 Thoughtful Designs with
Simple Shapes, written by Marilyn Murphy

Remember, it's your library and the books are
there for you to use.

Weaving with Children, written by Ute Fischer
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President Berna Lowenstein welcomed everyone to the meeting. 2 nd VP Mary Schmutte-workshops for next year
are being worked on. If you have any ideas, please email her. Demonstration Chair Bev Tavel-Renaissance Fair at
Winter Park High School in May. No demo opportunities in June so far. Secretary Paula Baker-no new business.
Membership Chair Marilyn Frew-Cathy Martin' s funeral is June 1st . Our sympathies are with her family.
Program Chair Cyndy Landers -reviewed program topics, Beverly Tavel is doing kwnihimo at today ' s meeting.
Sonia Barriger will be showing us dyeing with silk scarves or ties at the June meeting, July will have Berna
Lowenstein doing a 3 day Theo Moorman workshop for $50; you wilJ be weaving on your own loom. Once deposit
is made, instructions will be sent to you. Diane Click's doubleweave 3 day workshop will be in October for a fee of
$50. November will see the auction to benefit the W of O 75 th anniversary. Please donate quality, handmade items
or fiber tools in excellent condition for this auction. Treasurer Julie Zimmerman-no major expenses this month.
Historian Mary Burns-please forward any printed W of O articles to her and pictures. Hospitality Jamie
LaMoreaux-thanks for volunteering and we have volunteers thru November. Librarian Joy Bergman-the library is
here for you! Email Alice Aon Ferderber-not present, but Julie says that email is going fine. Newsletter Jennifer
Williams- 'send her stuff'. Publicity Mary Ann Gilbert-no new business. Web Mistress Martina Kosloff-website
is doing well and the final version of the newsletter will be up today. Samples Pat Iverson- Sandy Lazarus said
samples are available at the meeting, so please pick them up.
Old Business: No old business.
New Business: The Ruth Fantin Fiber Museum in Melbourne is up this week showing art quilts.
Show & Tell: Berna Lowenstein showed some socks Martina Kosloff made that she is giving her husband for their
anniversary, she bought a Lucet on Etsy that you make a cord with, she and Cyndy Landers showed some heddles
that they purchased on Etsy and a custom-made heddle with her name on it from Ampstrike on Etsy; Cyndy
Landers showed her large tote from the Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival and a beautiful finished sheep fleece
from there, and a shuttle and needle handmade by Gunnar; Sandy Lazarus displayed her handwoven blanket she
made for the Linus Proj ect for her church; Jennifer Williams was inspired to weave for charity by the recent Boston
tragedy and is weaving 117 pairs of inkle shoelaces and selling them on Etsy. All proceeds are donated to the
survivors. Julie Zimmerman displayed her soy silk woven scarf Joan Russell showed her large rug done on her
rigid heddle made out of jeans and a saffron yellow placemat. Cindy Stump brought banana fiber purchased on
Etsy. Jane McLean showed a book on working with fused glass and a woven length of fiber from plain cotton warp
and a dyed bamboo for the weft. She says that weaving is good therapy for her Parkinson's. Joan Furci took a class
in Georgia and showed her tapestry project. Joan Buchanan showed her table runner done from an overshot
workshop in beautiful burgundy and cream and a set of knitted wool rugs for a friend 's wedding present. Gloria
Corbet showed her beautiful paper weaving using newspaper and cotton carpet warp in a rug and a paper yarn
handbag. Diana Roquefort showed her first woven scarves, dragonboat decorations, and bookmarks. Martina
Kosloff displayed her lovely shawl and shawlette knitted while visiting her sister in Gennany.
Program: Beverly Tavel-Introduction to Kumihimo Weaving
Kumihimo is a type of weaving created in Japan. It is highly portable, easy and fun!
l . History: Kumihimo-The Gathering of Threads. It is an interlacement of threads, so it is technically not
weaving as there are no warp and weft threads. Braids go back to the Old Testament times. Inca and
Peruvian mummies have been discovered with wool braids. Some cultures use a special braid pattern to ward
off evil spirits, as well as useful tools for everyday living. Japanese soldiers needed 8 feet of braiding to tie
on their rumor. In the l 970's, instruction books final ly came out, after centuries of keeping the craft a closely
kept secret.
2. Equipment and Materials: Marudai is a smooth wooden stand with a hole in the center used to create
Knmihimo braids. A Takudai is a traditional 3-sided frame that makes flat Kumihirno braids. Most modernday artists use foam Kumihimo disks in a variety of shapes. Threads, yarns, embroidery floss, rattail cords,
ribbons, leather, and fine wire can be used to make the braids. Braids can be used for necklace cords,
bracelets, trim on gannents, ceiling fan pulls, belts hair ties ... the possibilities are endless.
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So give Kumihimo a try, you' ll love it!!! ~Respectfully submitted by, Paula Baker, Secretary

President Berna Lowenstein opened the meeting by greeting everyone. 2nd VP Mary Schmutte-February
workshop scheduled with Tracy Kessner on the 14th, 15th, and 16th on the Perfect Towel. Please forward
suggestions and ideas to her for future workshops and presentations. Demonstration Chair Bev TavelDemonstrations are basically over for the summer. FTWG Membership is available for $20 per year, see Bev
for an application. Secretary Paula Baker - nothing new. Membership Chair Marilyn Frew - introduced the
new guests. Program Chair Cyndy Landers - Today is the workshop on dyeing with silk ties with Sonia
Berenger. Sign up sheets for the 3 day Theo Moormon workshop with Berna Lowenstein in July. In August,
the Christmas Committee will do a program about selling your work. September will showcase John Matthews
on Chair Weaving (caning). Diane Click will do a Doubleweave 3 day workshop in October; deposit is $50.
th
November will be the 75 Anniversary Benefit Auction. The December meeting will be our Holiday Luncheon.
Treasurer Julie Zimmerman - Guild' s finances are good. Historian Mary Burns - needs any photos that
anyone has taken of the Show & Tell at meetings. Hospitality Jamie LaMoreaux - not present. Librarian Joy
Bergman - please support your library. We have Land' s End tote bags available with the Weavers of Orlando
available for purchase. Please see Joy if you want a tote. Golf shirts with our logo are available as well. Also,
if you have a shirt that you want the logo on, the company we use will be happy to embroider it for you.
Email Alice Ann Ferderber-not present
Newsletter Jennifer Williams-not present
Publicity Mary Ann G ilbert-our ads are working, as new members are dropping in.
Web Mistress Martina Kosloff-nothing to report
Holiday Sales Celia Leedy-not present
Samples Pat Iverson-would like to do samples as white napkins to exchange at the Christmas Luncheon;
contact her for more details. We also need samples done of the Shawl Exchange. Please volunteer if you are
interested in making a sample.
Old Business: No old business
New Business: no new business
Show & Tell: Susie Moore displayed her weaving sample and lovely bobbin lace bookmarks. Berna
Lowenstein showed her wood tablets and a card-woven belt. Sandy Lazarus showed her towels and blended
weave napkins. Joy Bergman displayed her plainweave scarf with eyelash yarn inlay. Lindalee showed a
photo of her students who wove a guitar strap. Marilyn Frew showed her beautiful tencel scarf done in random
warp. Mary Schmutte displayed her Kumihimo braid necklaces with seed beads. Bev Tavel displayed the
demo done at the Winter Park High School 9 th Grade Center. A teal needle-felted scarf made from a kit by
Raspberries at FTWG. Bob & Edie showcased their winning entries from an art show in Orlando, a chenille
shawl and a framed weaving. Cyndy Landers showed a new book she ordered, A Legacy of Shetland Lace.
Sonia Barriger showed pictures of her chair weaving done while at John C. Campbell classes, and beautiful
dyed silk scarves she dyed with Kool-Aid. Cyndi Landers read from a children' s book called Charlie Was A
Shepherd, from a series of books on knitting and weaving.
Program: Dyeing with Men's Silk Ties with Sonia Barriger - This technique uses men' s 100% silk ties to
transfer the dye from the ties to a silk scarf. It takes about 6-8 men ' s ties to dye 1 silk scarf. You must cut the
ties apart into pieces to fit on your scarf, wet them, and lay them in pieces on a plain, pre-wet silk scarf. Fold the
ties in half and role very tightly. After steaming for 20 minutes, remove the silk tie pieces, rinse in vinegar
water and wash gently, then hang to dry. As we found out in the mini-class after lunch, you can also microwave
your scarf to set the dye. Put in a glass dish and microwave for 3 minutes, 1 minute at a time, allowing it to rest
a few seconds between each minute.

This technique is quick, easy and fun! ~Respectfully submitted by, Paula Baker, Secretary

